
Inside and Out

Taking Your Text from Manuscript to Book



Presenting your Presenter – Adam Thomas

● Episcopal Priest
● Father of 4.5-year-old twins
● Author (Abingdon Press)

○ Digital Disciple (2011)
○ Letters from Ruby (2013)
○ Converge: Who is Jesus (2013)
○ Unusual Gospel for Unusual People (2014)

● Author (Independently Published)
○ Fantasy Novels: The Storm Curtain, The 

Halfling Contagion, Torniel, The Jeweled City
○ The Lord’s Prayer: Learning the Words Jesus 

Taught Prayer, PEACH: A Bible Study About 
Bible Study, Advent with the Beginning of Luke



Your Manuscript





Ready to Format?
Here’s a checklist

❏ Write the text (duh.)
❏ Content edit/rewrites
❏ Proofreading done
❏ No extraneous 

formatting
❏ Chapters/Sections 

clearly marked
❏ One space to start 

sentences!
❏ (Go back and cut 10% of 

the text like Stephen 
King. Start with the 
adverbs.)













Ready to Finalize?
Here’s a shorter checklist

❏ Read the proof to make 
sure the designer/ 
text-setter didn’t mess 
anything up.

❏ Epigraph/Dedication/
Acknowledgments/Bio

❏ Cut some more adverbs 
(I know you didn’t get 
rid of them all the 
first time.)



Your Cover



What to Cover?
Still another checklist

❏ Pick a title that will 
capture attention and 
that actually describes 
your book.

❏ Write the back cover 
copy (no extraneous 
detail or laundry list 
of Proper Names 
(Guilty!))

❏ Write author bio.
❏ Author picture, perhaps.
❏ Develop some ideas for 

look/feel/theme/palette





















Publishing



Kindle Direct 
Publishing

Not really a checklist. 
I just like this 
slide layout.

Once you have the final 
PDFs from your designer, 
you’re ready to publish.

(Though you actually need 
to start this process a bit 
earlier to secure your 
ISBN.)



Heading over to KDP...





Questions?


